by Lt. Rich Shettler

twasanormal flight, asix-hour random track from
TravisAFB to NAS Patuxent River, wherewe
forward-deploy to an dert facility. We weretalking
to Washington Center, and about 70 milesfrom thefield we
~ received-an en-route descent to Patuxent. We got landing
s \eather and called for descent checks.
— inished the approach brief and computed landing
~ dataAcommonly flown TACAN approach torunway 32;
thing new, doneit ahundred times. Wezather was clear and
vithwinds: knots. Another landinginto
Il it. Runway 32 at Pax River
ly water before the threshold,
eflyinginsideablack hole.
jear and flaps and
les, weasked if the
vasrigged
threshold. We
res old

clearance of the No. 3 engine before dodging the main
gear and flaps.

After passing thelargeanimal, | got on the brakes at
approximately 100 knots, slowing theaircraft and scanning
theNo.3and No.4 engineinstruments. | didn’'t seeany
abnorma indications.

We notified tower aswerolled to theend of the
runway and exited onto the taxiway. The postflight inspec-
tion of the aircraft and runway revealed that thiswas
indeed adeer with another day to live. No evidence of the
deer wasfound. Apparently, Bambi passed between the
No.3 and No. 4 engines, missing thetrailing-edgeflaps.

L essons|earned? We have had this same story before
but that buck wasn't quite as lucky asmy lady deer. That
time, the main gear hit the deer, leaving no significant
damage but requiring ahose and alot of cleaning time. We
were lucky that in both cases neither theinboard or
outboard engines hit the deer.

The E-6A's CFM-56 enginerunsabout fivemillion
dollarsacopy, and | don’t believe
making amilk shake out of adeer
could beagood thing for ahigh-

: " bypassjet engine.

~ We'vepracticed
~ solutionsin the past but
.~ wesometimesforget. /
. Ask ground crewsto |
 make adeer sweep /
during night landings at /
 Patuxent River. This 10- £ —
minute procedure could | S P
A hundreds of . £ B
i ours and thousands ' ©
dollars. =# 5, -
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